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SOUTH WEST NATIVE TITLE SETTLEMENT — ANNUAL UPDATE 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.21 am]: Today, I rise to present the house 
with the first annual update for the south west native title settlement. This update sets out the milestones achieved 
so far and also highlights some of the significant developments to come. This settlement is the most comprehensive 
of its kind in Australian history and something that our state is rightly very proud of. The settlement formally 
commenced in February 2021, following years of work by both the Noongar people and the state government. An 
important milestone was the passage of the Noongar (Koorah, Nitja, Boordahwan (Past, Present, Future) Recognition 
Act 2016, which formally recognises the Noongar people as the traditional owners of the south west region of WA. 
The settlement is made up of six Indigenous land use agreements involving around 30 000 Noongar people and 
covering approximately 200 000 square kilometres of the south west region of Western Australia. It establishes 
the Noongar Boodja Trust that holds funds, land and other assets on behalf of the traditional owners and will create 
sustainable outcomes achieved through genuine partnership with Noongar people. To date, two annual payments 
have been made with further payments to continue until 2032. The governance structure for the settlement is well 
advanced, with six Noongar regional corporations being established, which represent the six ILUA groups. The 
regional corporations are on track to be fully operational by the end of 2022. Once these corporations are all fully 
established and operational, other commitments under the settlement can continue to be rolled out. This includes 
land transfers under the Noongar land estate and development of the Noongar housing program. 
Further updates of note include a five-year process of transferring up to 320 000 hectares of crown land, which 
has now begun, allowing it to be held and developed in line with Noongar cultural, social and economic aspirations. 
The 430 Noongar standard heritage agreements that are now in place with government and industry land users will 
ensure compliance with the act and regulations when a planned use or activity may adversely impact an Aboriginal 
site. Further, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions is set to execute six cooperative 
management agreements to partner with the Noongar community and increase traditional knowledge and expertise 
in managing the south west conservation estate. 
In the winter recess I was extremely fortunate to have trekked the beautiful Noongar boodja in the south west. The 
Bibbulmun Track is effectively a cross-section of the settlement area and it is abundantly clear when walking this 
route how special this land is to its traditional owners. I look forward to seeing the settlement mature and further 
support for self-determination for the traditional owners. 
I now table the South west native title settlement annual update. 
[See paper 1345.] 
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